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To the REVEREND 


Mr. WILSON 


OV are pleaſed, in your Let- 
55 5 h ter to me, to beſpeak your 
e Readers Favor for yourſelf, 
7757 N and Indignation againſt me, 
= by the Title of your Letten 
* which tho it appears ſpe- 
cious to your friendly Readers, is realy very 
fallacious in the Judgment of Men of 
Skill in the Holy Scriptures. If your Chriſt be 
that Chriſt, whom God highly cxalted; 
(Philip. ii. .) then God, who exalted him, 
hath (you wil allow) Deity ſuperior to Chriſt, 

2 whom 
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Fo The kali F the Bible 
whom God exalted, If your Chrift be that 


in, whom Gad the Father made. Lord, 


Aud Chriftz(AQts iv. 36.) or that Chrift aphom 


God, even "his God (Heb. i. 9.) anointed with 


Novato- 


108 


1 


the Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows; tis 
agreed, This Chriſt is the Chrift of the 
Holy Scriptures and the Chriſt of God, 
But I find, and am concerned to find; that 
you have & very different Notion of Deity; 
and of Jeſus Chrift; from what was taug L 
and believed by Chriſt himſelf, and his Holy 
Apoſtles. 


By Deity you mean, as it appears in your 


Remarks and Letter too, ſpecific Dertyg in- 


cluding three real divine Perſons, or three 
divine intelligent 8 and that Sir, is 
expres Tritheiſm, and the whole Bible is 
againſt you. 

If you, by Satisfaction, would be content 
with the Scripture, Account, that God 1s 
wel-pleaſed, and ſatisfied with ſincere Peni- 


tents; (Ezek. xviii. 27, 28, 29.) J ſhould be 


content. For God fays, * qohen the wicked 
Perſon turneth from his Wickednes, and 
* doeth that which is lawful, and ri gbr; 3 
ſbal ſave his Soul be jhal ſurely 20 te 

* foal not che. Yet the Innovators 


© the Lord, is not equal; becauſe God's 
gorous, and ſtrict Juſtice muſt - firſt wee 


complete and intire Satisfaction; and after 


that, God wil. be very kind and * 


. rr 


(Mr: 
* Wilfon' and his Friends) think this Wy of 
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"i * the Pubit compared, 
and receive a very ſmal Number into his 
Favor! Is this a juſt, a true Repreſentation 
of an all-grations God ? Is it not contrary to 
God's own Declarations, throughout the Bi- 
ble; and particularly againſt the whole xviii/h. 
Chapter of Ezekiel, and the whole xvtb. 
Chapter of St. Luke—eſpecialy, Ver. 20, 
2x7, 22?  ' 
' You diſlike the Character of Innovators; * 
I think the Word of God places you in that res 
Claſs. The Word is Arietly proper to thoſe, 
who preach new Points, and Notions; con- 
trary to, or different from the Doctrines of 
Jeſus Chrif, and his Apoſtles. Such were 
the earlieſt Heretics who framed new Goſ- 
and formed new Seas, Truth is al- 
ways: older than the oldeſt Errors, or He- 
reſis. , 
Had I uſed Temeratores inſtead of Nova- 
tores; that Character is too wel deſerved by 
ſome, whom I pity, and value. 8 
The muſty, obſolete Creed, e notice 
of, ey erroneous, Sm with Page 3+ 
les indecent Epithets. You adorn your Title 
Page with a Text, of a doubtful Reading 
in our printed Copies, and MSS:; This is 0 
not ſuitable to the Candor of a 8 
Divine. The Syriac, which, perhaps, is 
the moſt antient of all the Verfions, reads 
the Blood of ' Chrift; the Alexandrian and 
other Copies, and antient Writers, the Blood 
＋ ng Lord. Alſo ſome of the * | 
A the 


Propitia- 


the Blood of Cbriſt, which is conformable: to 


the he Pe. of the New Teftament. But the 


Blood of God, is more in your, and the Mze-___ 


ravian Taſte. 
You ſuppoſe for me, that I think 11 
is an utter Inconſiſtency between Chriſt, the 


great Propitiation, and God ever propitious, 


&c.—that Language is not very accurate 
but I have already told you my Judgment 


and wil briefly tel you agen, in a diſtinct Ar- 


ticle hereafter. Your ſurpriſing Queſtion 
(bow can God be propitious without a Propiti- 
ation?) ſhocks me | what, a Chriſtian Di- 


vine ſuch a Stranger to that great, and uni- 


2 Cor. v. 


verſal Character of God in the Holy Scrip 
tures? No, that cannot be; for you in the 
ſame Breath, and in the very next Para- 
graph, acknowlege expreſly — © That from 

* your ſerious View of God's Perfections, his 

* moral Government, and the Tenor of Revela- 
© tion, nothing is more evident than that God 


© is merciful wel ſaid Sir; this is a good 


Confeſſion. And you add (which! is as great 
a Truth) that this merciful God is in (by) 
Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf; not 
imputing their 7. reſpaſſes, &c. This is a true 
Repreſentation, this is all I wiſh and contend 
for ; in thoſe Words it is evident, that God 
is a Being very merciful, that God is the Au- 
thor, and Chrift the Minifler of God's Re- 
conciliation; that God acted in this Reconci- 
liation by Chriſt expreſly, that God doth not 

impute 


* 8 Eg oY 1 . «a. aa «lo 
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and of the Pulpit compared. 7 
impute their Treſpaſſes to the World; which 
is an Act of his. Forgivenes. That Cbriſt 
acted as God's Ambaſſador to declare this 
to the World; for tis faid—* we as Ambaſ 2 Cor. v. 
© ſadors in Chriſt's Stead, as tho God beſeeched 25, 21. 
yon by us, we pray (intreat) you in Chriſt's 
© Stead, be ye reconciled to God. Can any 
Words be ſtronger, or any Words more 
plainly. expres; that God is propitious to Man- 
kind ? The Apoſtles are ſaid to act in Chrift's 
Stead, and he ('tis implied) was from God, 
or beſeeching the World to be reconciled 
to God, as he was the Apoſtle, or Ambaſſador 
from God. And what follows in the 21/ 
Verſe confirms God's being amazingly pro- 
pitious; by ſuffering this Meſſenger of God's 
Grace, and Favor, to be treated as a Sinner 
or Malefactor, tho' he knew no Sin, or was 
an innocent Perſon ; that we might by him, 
in his Miniſtry of Reconciliation, become 
God's righteous Servants or People. Sir, if 
you conſider it wel, this fingle Paſſage alone 
ſtands an impregnable Bukvark againſt your 
Notion; which repreſents the all- grati- 
ous God, as a vindictive, unpropitious Being; 
who is in himſelf antecedently gratious and 
Propitious to Mankind; and this God is for 
no other Conſideration, before or beſides hs 
own Riches of Grace, and his own good Plea- Ephef j. 
ſure, which he purpoſed in himſelf; without 2, 9. 
any Counfilor, or Purchaſor ; but of his own 


— 
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Free Grace and Favor, God i is due act 

with an offending World. 
pag. 4. You are pleaſed to treat with your Con- 
e e tempt, which you had better — civily an- 
ſwered, the few Paſſages in Greek, which are 
partly emphatical, or cited from the LXX. 
or the New Teſtament; and deſerve not your 
Anger, or Contempt, but your ſerious Re- 
gard. And the reſpectful Admonition in the 
Title Page, you and your Brethren ſhould 
frequently conſider in your ſerious Moments: 
For all, I hope, wil acknowlege; that we 
ought to render to God the Things which are 
Got's and to Chrift the Things. which are 
Chri/t's, When Candor and — Temper, 
have got the upper Hand of. ſtrohg, Preju- 
dices, you wil find both my Greek, and my 
Arguments have their Weight; and that it 
looks too like Profanenes to flight, as you do, 
original Scripture Authorities, I hope it was 
an unguarded Slip from your Pen; and that 
and your Adviſors too are now of a 
better Spirit. You tel me, you are in no Pain 
Pag. 5. about entertaining too exalted Apprehenfians of 
the Son; or repreſenting bis Glory, to the Dif- 
bonor or Diſpleaſure of the Father. I muſt 
own, I am in Pain for you ;. for your pre- 
ſent Notions miſrepreſenting both God the 
Father, and the Chri/t of God, may miſlead 
you often into a wrong Exerciſe of your 
Devotion; and many worthy Perſons, of 
your Communion, may be anhapply” ſeduced 
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of their 
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0 offer divine Honors to two diſtinct, or 


three (diftin&t Objects of their Adoration ! 
The Moravians, (alas !) who have grafted 
upon your Syſtem; are in their Hymns very 
much exalting the ſecond Perſon of your 
Trinity far above the Fir/t, and the Third. 
Thoſe two Perſons are ſeldom addreſt in the 
Moravian Hymns; but the Blood, the Wounds, 
e btered God, are very often—ex- 
toled in their Books, Letters, and Diſcourſes. 
Whence comes all this Diſorder, this fad 
Apoſtacy ? Evidently from the unſkilful Diſ- 
courſes of thoſe, who have, and who do re- 
preſent the Father as rigid and almoſt inflexi- 
e in his 'Fuftice, and Anger; but at the 
ſame Time repreſent the Sou, as appeaſing 
the: Anger, and fully ae the rigid 
Fuftice—of the Father | This naturaly leads 
Perſons from the angry and implacable; to 
that di uine Perſon, who atoned the Father, 


and brought him to Terms of Reconcilia- . 


tion! Hence it eafily follows, by an eaſy, 
and unavoidable: Tranſition; that we have 


two Beings, who ate two diſtin Objects 


of our Worſhip ; the one rigid, and diſſatis- 
fed with his Creatures; the other favorable 
and beneficent, who willingly gave, but did 
not receive, nor defire Satisfaction! From 


which tis often infered; that all the Attri- 


butes of Goodnes, Mercy, and Loving- 
Kindnes belong not to the Firſt, but to the 
ſecond Perſon only! 8 
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"The Religion of the Bible 
What amends Sir, can be made for the 
Diſhovour done by the deluded People, -and 
deluding Preachers? For upon this errone- 
ous Principle, the great Duty of Loving God 
with all our Heart, &c. wil be exerciſed 


towards, (nat the 2 but the ſecond Per- 


ſon, &c. And wil not, dos not this put 


John v. 


you in Pain? Do you think to juſtify. your 
Conduct towards God the Father by the 
Text, Jobn v. 23. That all ſhould honor 
the Son, even as they honor the Father ? — 
Pray Sir, do you yourſelf do ſo? Do you 
honor the Son in a ſtrict Equality as you do 
the Father- Almighty? Do you honor the Sor 
ſometimes, as a firſ# Perſon in your Trinity? 
Do you honor the Son, or did you ever 
honor the Son in your publick, or private 


Prayers, by ſaying — Our Father who art in 


Heaven 
Do you always plead the Merits of the 
Son to the Son himſelf; as you often plead 


the Merits of the Son to the Father? 


Do you pray to the Son through a Me- 


hy diator; or as a Mediator ? 


In ſhort, have you not, for one Prayer 
you have offered to the on as. Mediator; 
addreſt a thouſand, Prayers to the Father, 
through the. Son, as Mediator ? And is this 
your Honoring the Son, juſt as you honor the 
Father ? Pray conſider better—to whom, and 


how your Prayers are offered next Sunday. 


Dos the Particle (as) puzzle you; or would 
, you 


* 
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© thority to the Son to execute Fudgment.- 


and of the Pulpit compared. 
you have it puzzle us? We know wel, and - and n 
you ſhould. know; that the original Words © 
often ſignify realy, but not equaly; as you 
muſt own in the Texts, to which I refer 
you in the Margin, Pray Sir, do not hide 
your Meaning, and miſlead your Flock, and 
your Readers, by the Sound, and neglecting L. Luke vi. 
the true Senſe of the facred Text, | ot Lili 
Had you duly minded Chri/'s Words in 34. 
the Context, John v. 18. the Fews miſcon- gy... 
ſtruing Chriſts Words, were enraged againſt . 1g. 
him, and ſought to kill him ; charging him, 22, 23, 
(as alas ſome do now) with making himſelf &c. 
equal with God. Chri/s Anſwer to this 
falſe Charge is ſtrongly Unitarian ; and not, 
as your Notion implys, either Ditheiſti, or 
Tritbeiſtic. Chriſt anſwered thus, in the John 
ſtrongeſt Terms, © verily verily—that is, 1 v. 19, 30. 
© am declaring a very great, a very impor- . 22 
© tant Truth— The Son can do nothing of, 2 
c (or from) himſelf; ver. 22. The Father hath 
given all Judgment to the Son—the Fa- 
* ther hath given to the Son to have Life in 
* bimſelf ——The Father hath given Au- 


All this is given to the Son; and the Son can 
40 nothing of himſelf; who Sir, that con- 
ſiders this yy . Ta of Chriſt to his infidious 
Enemies, wil ſtil continue to maintain the 


Jive Charg e againſt Chriſt? That be made 


imſelf 5 with God. And who that is a 


true enge of the Father, who is a, , 4, 9 
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Spirit, or one Spirit, and who gave all the 
Powers afore-ſaid to the Son; wil offer equal 
Honor to the Son? who received all thoſe 
Powers, and declared, he could do nothing 
of, or from himſelf. If you Sir, wil offer 
equal Worſhip to Father and Son, which in 
Fact, I dare ſay, you never yet performed; 
be ſure you begin always your Fi ddres to 
both, in your Praiſes, Prayers, and Thankſ- 
givings; and do not degrade the ſecond 
Perſon by naming his Merits and Mediation 
only, in the Concluſion of your Prayers; 
and rarely mentionitig him, as the equal, or 
co-equal Objet# of your Honor, and Adora- 
tion, in the Beginning of your Prayers; is 
this your Practice? Is this obeying the ex- 
pres Command of the Father; in your own 
Senſe of the Text? You mult be conſcious, 
you have not obeyed it; and ſurely that 
muſt give your Conſcience no ſmall Uneaſi- 
nes. Surely, Sir, you cannot think my putt- 
ing you upon a more careful enquiry into 
the Object of ſupreme Worſhip, unneceſſary. In 
my molt ſerious Judgment, I believe it to 
be of the higheſt Importance. And being 
thus perſuaded, I deſired a worthy Friend to 
ſend you my Papers; which repreſent my 
Thoughts in a ſtronger Light, than my Memo- 


ry could range them, in a perſonal Conference. 


After all that I have faid, of the Hazard 
and Labgrynth, whereinto you ate led by 
your preſent Syſtem; give me leave to beſeech 
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that you would with the higheſt Atten- 


don conſider the Importance of Chriff's 
Words to the Woman of Samaria. Chriff 

ing to her of the Worſhip of the Fa- i 
ther, be hath theſe Words—the Time comerh, John i. 
and ww is; when the true Worſhigers hal ® 


i worſhip the Father in Spirit, and im Truth ; 


for the Father, feeketh ſuch to worſhip him. 
Here the Father is the only Obje& of 
Worſhip. Here the true Worſhipers are 
they, who worſhip the Father. And fuch 
Morſbipers the Father ſeeketh. O that you, 
and your Friends were ſuch true Hor ſhipers ; 
and ceaſed for the future, from entangling 
your Conſciences about other Objects, of 
equal divine Honors, and Adoration, Is not 
s Doctrine a ſafe, and ſufficient Guide: 
Who faith, the true Worſhipers wotſhip the 
Father ? Did not Chriſt teach his Diſciples 
to pray to the Father alone; in the Lord's Matthew 
Prayer? Did not Chri/t pray to the Father I 39- 
only, thrice in his Agony; &c. and did not Ichüevü. 
Chriſt himſelf acknowlege the Father ex- 3. 
prefly, to be the only true God? And is not 
Chriff's own Doctrine, and Chriff's oon 
Practice, the beſt Rule for you, and me, and 
all Chriflians to follow? Shew me a better; if 
you can. . | | 

You are pleaſed to inform me; that a py, 6, 
© Chriſtian, 4 Heathen, a Goſpel Minifter, 
and a moral Philoſopher are nat convertibie 
*' Terms, Tis admitted; what then? Why 


you 


4 


Luke faith, an Angel was ſeen firengthening, or 


Hieb. v. 7. earneſtly. St. Paul faith, © Chrift offered 


The Religion of the Bible 
you tel us, * you are much. perſuaded; that 
* Pardon through the Blood, or for the Sake 
* of Chriſt, is eſſential to Salvation; and of 
* abſolute Neceſſity to be laid before a dying 
© Criminal !* Pardon through the Blood of 
Chriſt abſolutely neceſſary ? Pray, who told 
| you this? Not Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles. If 
Chriſt had been perſuaded. as you are; why 
did he dye fo unwillingly ? Why did he 
Matthew thrice in his ſolemn Prayer to God the Father 
xxvi. 39, moſt earneſtly, pray; that, if it be poſſible, let 
44- this Cup paſs from me? Did he forget, or 
did he repent of his great Undertaking : 80 
neceſſary as you ſuppoſe to Salvation? 
All the four Evangeliſis agree in their 
Accounts, —how excedingly Chri/t was af- 
feed; at his approaching Death. St. Luke 


u. comforting him. His divine Nature was qui. 
 eſcent, according to Dr. Bennet; or with- 
drawn, as ſome of the Moderns have af- 
firmed ! Notwithſtanding the Comfort be 
received from the Angel, he prayed more 


oy 


* up Prayers, and Supplications, with ſtrong 
© Crying, and Tears to him (his God) who was 
© able to ſave him! '—— Was this the Beha- 
vior of a Perſon, whoſe Death was (by 
Agreement with the Father) to ſatisfy divine 
 Fuſtice, atone the Wrath of God, and fave 
the Ele? Dos not this Conduct demon- 
ſtrate the Nullity of your Scheme ? Could 

Chriſt, 


and of the Pulpit compared. 15 
Chriſt,” and Gd the Father, and all the 
Writers of tbe New Teſtament be filent in 
ſo great a Point; and fo neceſſary to our 
Salvation? And ſo neceſſary for the Comfort 
of his Diſciples, - at his Departure? Credat 

Wilſonus Apollo. 

Tou tel me, I "A ſorted Mr. Fofter with Pag. 8. 
the beſt Company; Sir, his own real Merits, 

and his judicious Conduct with Lord n: 
demand my Eſteem.— His Scheme is con- 
formable to the Senſe of Revelation, and 

the Sentiments of Moſes, and the Prophets, 

and of Cbriſt, and his Apoſtles; who all 
agreed in declaring from God the Neceſſity 

of Repantance, and Amendment; &c, which 

you may find by. your Concordances, all over 

the Bible, Particularly, I would defire you 

to review with due Meditation, the xviiifh 
Chapter of Ezekzel, and xvth Chapter of 

St. Luke; and conſider Chrift's ſending his 
Apoſtles to preach Repentance, as neceſſary for 

our Admittance into God's ſpiritual Kingdom; Meravue. 
and as the only Condition of our being re- Change 
ceived into the Favor of God; which Favor * Mind. 
and Acceptance is often promiſed ,upon that 
Condition being performed. This cannot 

be new to you; but highly deſerves to be 

better conſidered. And then we ſhould hear Sermon 
no more of ſome Objections from you, and Pag. 2. 
others; which appear with an ill Counte- 
nance, and diſlike towards the Doctrines of 
Repentance, and Holineſs, ſo often inſiſted 


on 


16 
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on in the Bible, and ſometimes allowed by you; 
yet you eaution y our Hearers, and warn them to 
take Heed of — deceived; for Repentance 
and Reformation (you ſay) wil leave them ſhort «f 
Heaven; and are jnſufficrent in obtaining Redemp. 
tion, without the Blood of Chrift. You ſhould 
not reproach and banter ſuch, who ſpeak of the 
Merit of Virtue and Repentatee, and Reforma- 
tion; &c. The Goodnes of God is pleaſed tore. 
gard theſe, when ſincere; and tis from bat 


Goodnes, that all wiſe Chriſtians humbiy expet 


the divine Favor. You know the Caſe of N.. 


| Sermon 


Pag. 2. 


Mat, xx. the Event was foreſeen by 


28, 


neveh, and the ſolemn Declerations of 4 
gracious God, in the xviiifh of Ezekiel; and 
the Judgment of Chrift himſelf, Duke xv. 7. 
You think fit to declare for yourſelf, (and 
others, I ſuppoſe) that the Scripture know 
0 — but through the Blood of Je 
ſus. How Sir? Wil you from an univer/al 
Negetive in this Caſe, form a particula 
Propoſition ? Is this fairly uſing the Hoh 
Serepture ? Chriſt's Hing, or ſhedding his 
Blood, no Doubt, had a preſent good Ekel 
upon the Hig 2 Prieſt Caiaphas; ſo that he gave 
1 Opinion, and his Aſſeſſors concured with 
him; that © it was expedient for us, that om 
Man foould die for the People; and not the 
hole Nation periſh. This Expedient con- 
tented the Sanbedrim for the preſent ; and 


His Diſciples, that his Life would be a Ran- 
Jom for many; that is, a Reſpit hr 
; | an 
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and his other Followers, from the Fury and 
Perſecution of the Jets, for the preſent ; and 
for a Time ſecure his Diſciples from their 
Rage. His Life, ſubmitted to the importu- 
nate Clamor of the Jeus, might fave the 
Lives of his Diſciples. - 4 „ DUE f 
Fou proceed to make many Conceſſions; 
and ſay, ue readily grant the Nets of N 
© Repentance, - Regeneration, and Sanctiſica- 9. 
tion; but you'aſk—are theſe our Plea for 
Pardon, or our Fuſtifying Ryghteouſnes in the 
Sight: of God? No certainly, what wiſe or 
good Man ever pleaded, or juſtified himſelf 
by theſe in the Sight of God? We own, we 
declare, all Perſons in theſe Things. come ſtort Acts x. 
of their Duty ta God; and of the Glory due n 
fo Gad. But God, who requires our Re- 
pentance, our Regeneration, &c. is. pleaſed Matthew 
to accept theſe, when fincere, tho imper- Wei 21, 
fed, for his Goodnef Sake, his Mercies Sake, ten good 
his Names Sate. Which Truth you wil and faith- 
find often in your Concordances. The chief, ful Ser- 
and indeed only Cauſe, and Reaſon of his ant, Vc 
Acting thus in the Government of Mankind, 
is to be found in his own Viſdom, and good 
Pleaſure. GA... To Pfl. vi. 
The Plea uſed by God's Servants before 4. 
Cbriſts Time — was, as I have faid, —* For . 7. 
* God's, Mercie Sake, his Name Sake, his iv. 26. 
* GoodnesSake—ſave me for thy Mercies Sate 
* remember me for thy Goodnes Sake—parden 
and redeem for thy Mercies Sake — c. 
AR? 5 > This 


— 


We Religion of the Bible 
This was the uſual Plea, I ſdy, with God's 
Servants,-! before Chr;/t's Time; and they 
founded their Hope of Pardan, and HAaccpt. 
ance, on the Goadnes of God. To this alone 
they always had their Reſort; in all / their 
Prayers, and Diſtreſſes. Tach Crit taught 
us, in bis Prayers to God: or have his Apo- 
les taught us — Rule, in their Prayers? 
Jon alk ma, 1 (75. 30d his Schl, 
calling (their Hearers) to Repentance, was 
the whole Account of Salvation? What wiſe 
Chriſtian ever thought ſo ? They taught the 
Ways of Truth, Nigliteonſhes, Holines, and 
Perſeverance. The Doctrines of the: Rear 
- >  ſurretion,” and of a future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments. Aud now, Sir, go, and 
| tel the World, (as you inſinuate) I have re- 
duced the Goſpel to a narrow Compas. 
Have not you, Sir, reduced the Goſpel to a 
narrow Compas; by your continual Preaching 
and Reſting (as you call it) upon the Blood 
of Chrift, and neglecting too much to pres 
upon your Hearers the weightier Matters of 
God's Law? I mean, all the Branches of 
our Love, and Duty to God, and our Neigh- 
bors. You and your Audience are rarely 
entertained with Diſcourſes upon the divine 
v Attributes, and Perfections and with Ser- 
mons upon Chri/z's divine Sermon on the 
Mount; in which he ſo much inſiſts upon the 
eternal Obligation of God's moral Laws, and 
the Neceſſity of our own perſonal Righteouſ- 


Des. 


: 


und f the Pulpit compared. 1 9 
nes. Vour People are ſo much Strangers 
do ſuch ſound Doctrine; that they ſhun the 

| Them and the Preachers too, where the 
- - - great and principal Rules of the Goſpel 


are treated · on; and give- out reproachful 
Characters of the wiſeſt and worthieſt Di- 


Abo- vines; who deſire to lead God's People, in 
0 ? all the Paths of Truth, and Wenn 
oftles 

was 5 of the God, and Father of out Lord Jeſus | 
wiſe 


Chbriſt: And Mr. V. N s Account of his 
Gad. 


eſur- Sir, to bring our Debate to a ſhorter Iſſue, 
rards | 1 chuſe to range your and my Principles 
and under proper Articles; and I begin with that 
Mn \ which is the moſt fundamental of all Arti- 


cles; viæ. 
to a Who is, and what are the Characters of 
hing God, whom Jeſus Chrifi and his Apoſtles 
2 | worſhiped; Se. 


And then, in Mr. Wilfn's own Words, who 
is, and what the Charadters are of, the God 
| whom he adores. 


The Scripture Ac- Mr. Wilſon's Ac- 
count of God, in the count of his God, in 
Wordsof Poſs Chriſt, his own Words, with 
and his Apoſtles, &c. Remarks. 


John © Feſus lift up his Sit, you may, and 


m4 Eyes to * I think you muſt ob- 
3˙ C 2 0 ſaid, 


The Religion of the Bible 


0 faid: O Father— 


6 This is Life eternal 


to know. Thee 


John vi. 
27. 

Matthew 
xxvii. 46. 
John xx. 


17. 


* the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt 


* whom thou hail : 


© ſent. — 


Chriſt Gaithj—* him 
hath God the Father 
ſealed.” Chriſt cryed 
outand ſaid;*my God, 
my Godz why haſt 
thou forſaken me * 
Chrift ſaid; © I aſcend 


to my God, and to 


Rom. xv. 
6˙ 


1 Cor. uiii. 
6. 


your God. 
St. Paul faith; © that 


© we may with one 


e Mind, andone Mouth 

« phrify God; even the 
© Father of our Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt” 


ſerve, from the many 
expres Texts I have 
cited, partly for your 


ſerious Confideration 


but chiefly for the 
Conviction of others, 
my Readers ; that 


the Language of the 


Holy Writers is uni- 
form, and their Senti- 
ments unani mous, con- 
— g God the Fa. 

er, the Gad and — 


ber of our Lord 7 

2 Cbhriſt, and the 8 
of our Lord TFeſu: 
Chriſt, Whom Chrif 
himſelf worſhiped, as 
the only true God— 
Thus far the Holy 
Scriptures are clear 


and expres on our 


Sides now I beſeech 
you to conſider your 
own Language, and 
your own Notions 
concerning God, as 
expreſt in your own 


- * 


To us there is but 


one Gd the Father, 


1. You ſay, (Re- 


marks, p. 39. ) the di- 


Then 


ny 


ave 


— — When 


Phil. i. 2, 


Ks and of the Pulpit compared. 21 


t hath de- 

28. livered up the King- 
dom to God, even the 
© Father--then ſhal the 


8 © Son himſelf be ſub- 


© je to him (God the 
* Father),who put all 
© Things under him; 


© that God (the Fa- { 


© ther) may be all in 
4g all. T 


» 


1Cor.i.3 Grace be. to you, 


and Peace; from the 
God and Father of us, 
and of our Lord Je- 
Chr: 

xCo o_ Fe Gin Words, 
Col. i. 2. God—the Father of 
3 us and of our Lord 

Feſus Chriſt.— give 

Thanks to, and bleſſed 
be, the God and Ha- 


(% bon the Dead, 
Gal. i, 3» God the Father of us, 
od of che Lord Ye 


55. 


vine Eſſence is but 
one, This is true; 
but not Scripture Lan- 
guage, 

2, You fay; that 
there are three divine 
Perſons, and not one 
only,in this divine Es- 
ence. | 
3. You ſay the three 
divine Perſons in the 
one divine Eſſence are 
Father Son and Spirit. 

This is your Lan- 


guage; this is your Be- 


lief, concerning the 
one true God. 


Is this your Lan- 
guage, are theſe your 
Words to be found in 
any one Book, Chap- 
ter or Text of the 
whole Bible ? the 
Language, and the 


Words Chrift himſelf, 


and his Apoſtles ever 
uſed concerning one 
God, I have produced 
in expres Terms; but 


you * of the one 
ſus 


We Religion of. tbe Bible 
0 Aas 7, G 5 it. To whom Gad in Terms never 
n * and never to be 
Eph, 16. 1 not From. all the Bibl. 
17 giving Thanks for Is this in faſt the 
vou, raking mention: 2 Words? 
© "of you in my Prayers; ,, Doth your Languag: 
N that the God of our explain, or doth it not 
wo Lord Jeſus Chriſt the obſcureythe Scripture 
glorioùs Father — I Doe trine of the Unity 
dow my Knees to the of God ? Have Chrif 
FPatber of our Lord andhisApofilestaught 
Col. il. 2: Jeſus Chriſt, you this Language ? 
Eph.iv.b. One God, and Fa- You know, they have 
br ther of all, who is not. Vour Language 
12, over all giving is the Language of 
wi. 17. Thanks always to Aquinas,Bonaventure, 
"+ © God We Father. Scotus, mY of the 
——.. Council of Trent; (vid. 
Catechiſ. ad parochos 
. 55 Symbolo poſtal 
14—)I hope your 


1222 


„ Education was not 

, where Father Porter's 

| a Was, who vainly boaſts 
4 of himſelf —- 


— 2 2 TO GTA 
_— 2 


9 70, 11, © 6bedientunto Death, mer Letter p. 54, 
© therefore God bighly ad 58. and let me 


© exalted him, and and the Publick be 
; * freely 


= a 


— 


— 16613 * freely © e 


dei ande tbe Phipit compared 


Name thht every 


323 


gave him informed faithfuly— 
21 — every whether 


ever once 


addreſſed yourſelf to 


Knee ſhäuld bow, - God in your publick 


„0 and every Tongue Frayers, before your 
ice ſhould: acknowlege 


707 ae e 


3 


oft; ft #4 


* a 
110 . p 4 


* 


Feſus to be - 
Grieg 


dhe Father. 


171 j oy 


S525 Du 


$1019 vin 


Phi. 8 Jam. i. 
2 et. i. 2 
of Chriſt 


. Si. ur faxth, that 


God even his (Chriſt 8) 
God anointed (Chriſt) 


Congregation, in your 
on Words mention- 


uboſe Glo- ed in your -Remarks, 
0 eee "and and Letter? Have you 
1 Tefl. i. Father 2 Theſſ. i. 2, 
Prin. 13. 2 Tim. i. 2. God 
20 7 

Tit 


0 Fl 1 0 
Se 1 ni: * K 


ever prayed thus? O. 


Aer divine Per fons, 
Father, Son, and Spirit 
ix one "divine Eſſence, 
| 'have mercy, &c. if 


not, 'but your Prayer 


is to the Father thro” 
the Son; Sc. Why 
do you omit and ne- 


glect the ſecond and 


third divine Perſons, 


and only pray to the 
frſt A uine Een 


not this praying een 
Unitarian ; and your 
Writing, and Preach- 
ing like a Tritheiſt ? 
In the Cloſe of 
your Letter, p. 40. 
you have inverted the 
Order of the three 
divine Perſons and 
give the Precedence 


hure 


hy 


Fd 


og 


724 


= Father ——1 might, 


gion of the Bible 


* * 1 3 
* * 


Jam. l. 2. Pure Religion 


1 Pet, . Falber The Lian 4 


n —Foreknowlege of deemer, with the 
God the Father —bleſ· Father, and the boy 
10 eee. Spirit, "is the Ob ect 
tber of our Lord f your Worſhip: 


de 1. i. Chi — he (C 10 


Dy Var Syſtem you 
71 received from God the We? 


ſhould have faid, are 

FTautber Honor and the Objects of your 

2 a z. Glory — Grace Mer- ' Worſhip whom, 
Jude 1% cy and Peace from -you-fay, be Glory in 

RE the Father — thebighe. Is this, Sir, 

ſanctified by God the is this the Order of 

the three divine Per- 

ſons in your Worſhip? 

And do you ordina- 


and you may, find 


8 a more ſacred Paſſages, 
to the ſame Purpoſe; 


B. 


4 


both ſtrong and unan- 
ſwerable; Prejudice 
may harden your 
Heart; but Sincerity, 
al hope, wil open your 


| Eyes, 


rily cloſe your Wor- 
ſhip, as you have done 
in your Letter, by 
your Doxology; To 
the great Redeemer, 
with the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit? Thus 
I perceive the true 
Reaſon, why you do 
not take the leaſt No- 
tice of what I have 
ſaid of the unhappy 
Moravians. They give 
Cbriſt the Preference, 
and make him the al- 
moſt ſole Object of 
they 


- TEN hit 7 Javed. 
n „5 3 their ſhip, 9 3 
SHY ne Hina ! You, Sir 
an FB ah, A bor p. 9. haye aten 
LF ed r. fullifiee their i 
% % e IIS. ing DR. 5 


bat 977 £1 912 12-0 © think the'Seripture; 
ue 72 y 95 8 SH © for they Pes, 270 
*. eee tributes it to the ſex 

c  ©cond' Perſen in the 
7 FI 9111 1. « Trinity“ ag Vet in 
"et ee e the very next Words 
0 54 7 W JLope * you contradict that 
475 9 hy N. Notion; for you ſay, 
GN 9 1 hentwer "the Father 
bo WO ne fy = lg mentioned in the 
1 Wen As 1-1-6 Obaracter of Salva: 
ri rion, it muſt be an- 
60% 08 be el « derſtood, as acting by 
18 Son,” Agreed, the 
=o HO Bbc cis Father acts by the Son, 
= 38 Menne is Mlilifter* in our 
4 ebe. 3 Salvation. | ey 


* . * ” De 
177 Af Tt 17 N p 


Here 1 have broduced a clud ef Witneſs, 


* „ 

1 "i 82 E Hd ** =" — 9 :6" 
Kink“ D 217 #4, 6.4 5 'as to 75 brains 

| 1 7 | 
4 * n 1199 

17 * A "> 27 4 F Th q * 1 : 4 by ; 
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the” higheſt and moſt ſacred Authorities, in 
the Words of Chriſt” himſelf, in his moſt ſo- 
lemn Prayers to God the Father, and bis God. 
I have produced in the ſame Style, out of the 


fourteen Epiſtles of St. Paul, from St. James, 
St, e St. John, and St. Jude, Texts, all 
D ſpeaking 


"3 oe 
* 

N * . 
Ti © 


meh 


. 
1 * 
J 23 8 
” 
% 
* 


+ jg avi very . La | 
agreeing 1 im the very ſame Character, or Tine 
of God. the. Father ; God "the Father of us 


_ and of. our: Lord. Yeſus Chi. In the fir 


Pag. 78. 


Texts we find: Chriſt himſelf offering up 

ſolemn Prayers to the Fatherz and calling 
him ex preſly his God, and the only true God. 
And in 8 Texts, which are many, we find 
the ſame Character in the ſame Words; viz, 
God the Father, the God and Father, &c, 
to whom alone Bleſſing, and Prayer, and 
Thankſgiving are ſolemnly offered by the 
holy Apoſtles, How then can there fairly, 
and reaſonably, any Doubt, or Queſtion riſc 
who was the God of eſus Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles ?: What Doubts can there be, which 
may not be preſently and fully anſwered, 
and infallibly determined, by the expres Words, 
and Worſhip. too, of Feſus  Chrift, and his 


 boly _ Apoſtles ? In my former Letter to you 


the Texts I offered to your ſerious Conſide- 
tion were ſufficient to convince any unpre- 
judiced Perſonz your Prejudices ſeem at pre- 
Ent too ſtrong for the plaineſt Words of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. — for your 
Conviction, and of others, I have offered 
to your, and their moſt ſerious Conſideration 
the foregoing ſacred, and infallible Authori- 
ties, in one full View; beſceching God they 


may have their ful and effectual — 


Againſt Chriſts Words, Fobn xvii. 3. you 
Au. * p. 300 that * Wards, 
thee 
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thee (G ather) the only true God, exclude 
Lal are not inconſiſtent with tbe Divi- 
nity of the Son 7 Pray, Sir, conſider; doth not 
the Word (Moves) expres: Singularity, and 
Unity, in all Writings divine and human ? 
And: doth it not imply an excluſive Senſe 
of all other Subjects; except that very Sub- 
je to which it is attributed? Chr:/t declares 
the Father (to whom he was praying) to 
be the only true God. The Father, you 
know, was one Perſon ; then that one Per- 
ſon (the Father) was Jeſus Chriſt's only true 
God; and ſhould be your only true God. 
Doth not all the New Teſtament, have not 
all Criſtians in all Ages, and all Creeds and 
Confeſſions, in all Times, and Countriegaffirmed, 
and declared the Father to be God? Do 
not you yourſelf believe, and acknowlege 
the Father is God? Dare you goron further, 
and affirm and believe, another, to be the 
only true God? who is not that Father, 
but always diſtinguiſhed from that Father; 
as a Son, as ſent, as taught, as commanded, 
as obeying, as Gad's Chriſt, as a Mediator, as 
an Interceſſor, to God, as rewarded by God, 
as praying to God, and worſhiping bis God 
and Father ; eſpecialy in theſe Words. O 
* Father, this is Life eternal to know thee, 
© the only true God; dare you, I fay, affirm, 
and believe another who is not that Father, 
js the only true God alſo? Or wil you af- 
firm the Father alone is not the only true 

D 2 God? 
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* __ God?, Dive Chriſt offer his Pitts the 
only\true God? And was not that only true 
God,: his God, and our God? Have = you 
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I. "EL Sir; and all:«Chriſtians in all Times, and WM 
Wo Countries ,offered—worſhip/-to the / Father 1. 
1 chiefly; through the Son, &c. Did you not Ml R 
19 then worſhip the only true God? Vou ſup- i 
1 poſe the Father alone, not to be the onh ill +. 
[4 pn God. Did Chriſt pray to Father, Son, Wl » 
10 and Spirit; and include al 5 three Perſons @ 
3k Johnxvii, when Chriſt only ſaid, O Father, O Holy . 
ky | Father, O rigbtecus Father ! And did he N 
17 include all the three Perſons; when he ſaid, it 
Uh: I aſcend to my Father, and to your Father, \ 
6 to my God, and to your. God, You ſay the / 
. Words (only true God) in Chrif's Prayer to e 
kd the Father did exclude Idols, or falſe Gods 5 
bh but are not inconſiſtant with the Divinity : 
id of the Son. Is not this denying, what Chriſt b 

9 affirmed;; that the Father it the | only. true 7 
1 God? Did Chriſt: in the Subject, (O Father) ö 
Fl include himſelf, the Son 5 Or did he in Wil x 
og the. predicate, (the only true God) include \ 
. himſelf; even when he faid, and him whom Wl . 
. © thou haft ſent, Feſus Chrijt?* Wil your Can- Wl ; 
bl dor, or your Conſcience abide by this Gloſs, ; 
1 this Interpretation? According to your 
73 Scheme, .Chriſt ſhould have ſaid, O Father, Il © 
..- this is Life eternal, to know thee, and me, f 
1 (vom thou haſt ſent) and the 8 pirit, (whom 1 
1 e e ſhal A to be the Tiki true God] 
| 1 ( 
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ot God, who i the God and Father of 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. 4 * 4-4 


Von, Sir, are pleaſed ; in the Title & your 


Letter to excite the Indignation of your 


Readers, and Partizans! T excuſe ſuch Can- 
dor and Civility in you. To caſt an Odium 


is carrying the Cauſe with the o nw. The 


Poll, at preſent,” is on your Side; but it 
was not ſo at the Cuncil of Ariminum , the 
moſt numerous that ever was in it together, 
Nor in the twenty-eight Councils out of 
thirty-five,” which debated certain Points, 
Nor in the Aſſembly of CBriſt and his 

files, thoſe infallible' Judges of Truth, and 
Orthodoxy. Whatever 1 have aſſerted in 
my Letter, or elſewhere concerning Chriſt, 
or the Goll of Cbriſt, 1 have ſo aſſerted ity 
becauſe the holy Scriptures expreſiy aſſert 
the ſame. If you deſire me to believe 
more, or les, or otherwiſe than the Bible 
hath taught me: you wil labor in vain. 
Would you have me believe, as you believe, 
that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are of the 
fame Nature and Eſſence; and are one God? 
—I find no ſuch Propoſition, or ſuch I. 
guage, in all the Bible. I have challen 
you, and might all Chriſtendom, to produce 
one Original Text in your Words. You 
ſhun, you decline juſtifying your Aſſertion, 
juſt mentionedy and take refuge in the Form 


of Baptiſm, Mat. xXviii, in which you, and Pag. 3 
all 


We 


_— 


\ | 
all your Readers muſt know, that Jour 
God of- three Perſons and one Eſſence * can 
mw. never be found. And then you refer me 
\ 1. to the apoſtolic Benedictions. Dare you 
1 affirm, your 75 rinity or Triune God, is in ex. 
M pres Terms, and in your Words, in them 
. You know. moſt certainly, tis not. At laſt 
Pag. 38. Jou ſhelter yourſelf under a ſupplemental Au- 
tbority inſerted in St. Jobn, by ſome modern 
daring but ignorant Zealot; which has hitherto 
never been: ſeen in one ancient MS, nor in 
one ancient Verfion, after the moſt dil gent 
Inquiry. Vet you boldly allow that ——. 
a Place in your New Teſſament; which was 
never ſeen, or read 1 in all. the Chriſtian World, 
Wt | for many Ages, in any one of their New 
. FR Teftaments. And what if that ſpurious Paſ. 
Uh ſage. were admitted; you, with all your Skil, 
could not make it ſpeak expreſly for your 
Notion of your God; conſiſting of - three 
Perſons in one Eſſence. You know the 
ords ( ebe) one God, and () . Eſſence, 
are not mentioned. Wait therefore, til ſome 
able modern Loyoliſt or Marcion ſhal produce 
a Text in your very Words; and even then, we 
ſhal not be ſilent; and forbear repeting our 
Challenge, and reproaching you, if you ſhould 
countenance ſo ſhameful a Forgery. _ 
Pas 40, After all, you ſay, you believe (what, againſt 
all the Evidence that hath ever hitherto ap- 
1 my ?). © that Paſſage to be a Part of di- 
 _ A vine Revelation On OM A 0 


2 bes -e nme ». 20 erer 


and ſo in Truth he was; 


19 


Von do not tel us that. Vou know gin or 
you may know, if you read Mr.” Emyns 
Anſwer to Mr. Martin, that after all the 
Pains Mr. Martin had taken to juſtify that 
paſſage, all Mr. Martin's Arguments have 
been intirely refuted by Mr. Emyn: Whom 
you, with a Sneer, cal a great Champion ; 
For he not only 
by his {earned Writings, but by his intrepid 
ConduF under his Sufferings from proteſtant 
Zealots, defended the Cauſe of God, and ori- 
gina! Chriſtianity, againſt all its Oppoſers; 


to whom he was at leaſt equal, if not ſupe- 


tior in his Piety, and all other Abilities, ex- 


cepting only their mighty Zeal; which was 


blind, furious, and perſecuting. Have you 


not Friends of the ſame Complexion? I hope 


you wil not ſay in your Heart, what ſome 
of your; Admirers are too forward to declare 
Not numeri ſumus, et prompti comburere 
uv Hereticos. 
not; quite oo It kept in awe, and fi- 
lenced ſome extraordinary Perſons amongſt 
us, Sir P. X, Sir F. F—!/, and the 
greateſt Man of the Age, and Glory of the 


Britiſh Nation, I mean, the renowned Sir 


4 M, (5 Maxegrr;) who, 
his other MSS, has left behind him, a ſhort 
Diſcourſe upon 
which (with others now in the Hands of a 
noble Lord) wil, tis hoped, be publiſhed in 


This Spirit of Popery is 


the pretended Text of St. Fobn; 
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Von ſay- Pag. 40a that the :(pretendeq) 
Text declares in expres Terms, the Doctrine 
you contend for ! Pet all the! World judge 
O Dectiorum quiequid eſt, aſſurgite: huic 
ZEnigmatirrfotvendo-=what you are pleaſed, 


in the very next Words, to obſerve is not 


les ſurprizings v/2. you ſay, that I I 
© the Net: was : often: quoted by the Fathers. 
T ay, all the learned World know this to be 
a notorious Untruth. Vou ſay further 


Sabellius, Arius, and Praxeas would: haue ob- 


jected (to the Text) if tbey had miſtruſted a 
Forgrry . Hem ! quid audio, Oſcitantem a 


dormitantem Sapientiam—tuine vel tuorum? 


How, in the Name of common Senſe, could 
they object to what was never urged by their 
Oppoſers? Neither they, nor their Oppoſer; 
ſaw that Text in their New Teftaments. Nor 
was it ever ſeen or mentioned during the long 
Controverſy againſt Arius and his Party; nor for 
many hundred Years after. And the Silence of 


all Ariuss Oppoſers, (who never produced the 


Text againſt him or his Fullowers for above 
three whole Centuries) is ſo ſtrong an Evidence 
againſt this Part of your Revelationzthat you wil 
find very few wiſe, and ſober Perſons of your 
Opinion; and ſo ready and willing as you are, 
to admit that Paſſage into their New Teflaments. 
Perhaps youpir, upon further, and better Conſi- 
derationgnay, I hope, mend your Notions, in 
this, and other Points: and reform ſome unfair 
Expreſſions in your future printed Diſcourſes. 

UL 2 | One 
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and of the Pulpit compared. 


© that I degrade Chrift from the 
J pas the inaccurate Style, 


and all the World in general, that I wil, and 
do affirm and truly believe every Character 
that is given to Chriſt in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and I diſown, and deny every Character 
given him by you and. oth — to the 
true Senſe of the Holy Scripture. I affirm 
the Deity is not a Species (as you ſeem to 
believe) comprehending three Individuals: I 
believe,with St. Paul; that God, even Chrift's 
God, anointed bim with the Oil of . Gladneſs 
above bis Fellows. But! cannot Nd 
you; that he was that very God, who was bis 
God; and who anointed bim. 1 believe 
with St. Fobn, that the Word was. with God; 
but I cannot believe with you, that the Word 
vas that very God with whom the Word was 
Lean believe, with Chrift, himſelf, the Fa- 
ther to be the only true God; but I cannot 
believe, with youzthat the Father alone was 
wt the only true God. I do believe, with 
8. Pauls hes to us (Chriſtians) there is but 


one God, the Fatber; but I cannot believe, 
with you: that the Father alone is not at 


one God. 
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One of your unfair Expreſſions, and unjuſt Pag. 38. 
Charges is; 
© Glory of a God? 
and come to the Point; and I declare to you, 


Heb, i. 9% 


53 John i. 8 
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The Religion of the Bible 


7 


0 the Love of God to Mankind, ex. 
eſſed in his Goodnes, Grace, Favor, 
rcy, &c. . all the _ Sip 

— 


You, Sir, in yout Bois ad bree 

ati) Letter, "infiſt often upon Chriſt's Propi 
tion; as neceſſary, i in Order to 1 oy 
propriious; ; by the 1 pre Chriſt made 
to the Gn, Fuftice : And you make that 


1 * 4 0 
* 17 7 . 


6 ww . a * 
ws 


Propitiation neceſſary to our ' Pa#dbjhy and * 

God's Reconciliation to us. And do not you 4 
repreſent the Fuftice, and Goodnes of Gut Wi” 

as inconfitent ? Almoſt I and inſatialb Wl ©. 

Puftice in the Father ? And Nfl Lr vit 

and Gbodnes, in the Son; who atoned and fatis. 4 

' fied his Fathers Tuftice ! And yet that ic, AN -.. 

and that aroning Gvodres are, by your Scheme, . 

both neceſfary; and belong to the one Gd! iN" 
I., on my Part, have made it (in my Let. BN 
ter) my Buſines to juſtify thetdi vine Philan nif 

ey. thropy, or Love of God to Mankind, 1 am Fr 
ſorry ſuch a Plea is made neceſſaty by you, Lo 

and others; let us now agen dene how - 

the Love of God is repreſchted to as in the {cn 

| Holy Scriptures. © | 92 

1 Johniv. * g. Join fait, Got is Loe. YE); behad * P 
8, 16. Love is the very Nature and Eſſence of God. ' c 
John iii, Cbriſt faith, God ſo (greatly, Ovre;) loved To 
16. the Worla: that he gave his only begotten, &c. a 
_ xvii. God, who gave, ſont Cbriſt to the World; 8 


to 2 and to ſave that 2 was hft, 1 
ou 


and of the Pulpit * 35 

You ſees God, who is Love, ſent Chrit 
the Meſſenger of his Love, with a Meſſage 
of Love; 42 Chriſt declared his Meſſage 
in theſe Words; God ſo loved the World ! God's 
Love was the Cauſe of his ſending the Pro- 
phets in former Ages; and at laſt of ſending 
his Son. Cbriſt plainly intimates, that God's 
ending ſuch a Meſſenger, was the higheſt 
os Wore of God's Love to the World. 
| rich in Mercy becauſe of, (4 7m Eph. i. 2, 
a v or for the Sake of bis (own -. 

am, repeted five Times) great Love, where- Nap, pt 
Vvitb be loved us—hath quickened US— Ayaan 
—with Chri/}——God's own Love is mag- Pott, 
vified by St. Paul——and the Riches of bis 57,8. 
Grace, in his Kindnes towards us. | 
= St. John tels us—In this was the Love of 1 John iv. 
ol Gad toward us made manifeſts that he ent de 95 10. 
1 only begotten Son into the World, that we ; 
nigbt live through him—{(di dure) by his. Mi- 
ni y, not (A＋ durov) for his Sake, Merit, or 
Propitiation, &c. In this (Inſtance) God's 
Love is manifeſt, that be ſent his Son a 
Propitiation concerning our Sins: i. e. God 
ſent bim to declare God's Favor, or Forgive- 
nes; as nag ſignifies. Chriſt was ſent to 
declare God's good Will amongſt Men, aud 


0 the Terms of Reconciliation to him. 

ed When the Kindnes, and Love of God our Tur. ii. 4 
Fc. Savior appeared to Mankind according 5: 3 

" is his own Mercy. He ſaved us—the Goſ- — 


pel 8 (Which is a Declaration of God's Ta. 
"> | Grace 


36 The Religion of the Bible 
John i. Grace and Truth) was pabliſbed by "Yeſur 
Chriſt. —And is called the Goſpel of the Grace, 
of God; Acts xx. 24, 31. 

I forbear to mention the Salutation in all 
St. Paul's Epiſtles, &c. to which I refered 
you in my former Letter; as I likewiſe did 
to the remarkable Paſſage, Eph. i. 2——11, 
where St. Paul's Language abounds in the 
Senſe he had of the Love, and Goodnes of 
God; which he expreſſeth in the ſtongeſt 
CO Terms, inconteſtably demonſtrating + God 
be free and unpurchaſed Favor. Thus Grat: 
- „(chat is all Favor) and Peace (that is, all Hap 
. pines) from the God, and Father of us, ani 
or has. of our Lord Feſus Chrift In theſe Word; 
| Ha ars God is expreſly owned to be the only Authir 


— all Favor and Happines; and to be both 


"Noo God and Father of Jeſus Chrift : By 
5. * Whom God the Father had bleſt the Eyk. 
Ięecbere & fans with all ſpiritual Bleflings © And q. 
3 3+. pointed them to Adoption — by Chrift accor- 
Aneres ding to the good Pleaſure of his (God's 
Aus —— © gon Will! Not by, or from the good Wi 
——_— of another——to the Praiſe, and Glory 

© of his own Grace. By (or with) which 
* Grace, (God hath dealt Addy or freely 
0 8 us; by (not, for the Sake of ) bis 
© beloved Son, who was the Declarer, and 
* Miniſter of God s own Grace and Favor 
By ( Ts d.) whoſe Blood or Deat), 
* as one Mean of our Corverfion,(not (Jun 


* ie) for the Sake of whoſe Blech we have 
received 
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and of the Pulpit compared. 
received pardon——according to the Riches 
© of his (God's) Grace. In which Grace God 
© hath abounded—— according to his own 
c Pleaſure, which be (God ) pur poſed in him- 
« ſelf !* Without any Council, or Agreement 
with, or from any other Perſon, or Partner, 


For you may, and you ought to obſerve; 


that all is aſcribed, by St. Paul, to the good 
Pleaſure of God's own Will; to the Praiſe of the 


Glory of God's own Grace, by which God hath ' 


graciouſly treated us, by the beloved Son 
the Perſon God ſent (Jobn i. 17, 18.) to 
declare his Grace, and Truth; and God's 
own good Pleaſure, which God purpoſed in 
his own ſelf. Eph. i. 9. 

This being a true, tho a ſhort Repreſen- 
tation of the * good Will, and gratious 
Regard of the all-gratious God to Mankind; 
it is proper now to conſider, in what Terms, 
or Language, this Goodnes of God is deſcribed, 


and manifeſted to us, in the holy Scriptures. 


37 


Tis obvious; that the facred Writers are of- 


ten repreſenting to us, the Goodnes of God, 
in the Language of Redemption, Salvation, 
Pardon, or Forgivenes; that is, a gratious Diſ- 


re to Mankind = general; and to the 


aithful, and the truly Penitent, in particu- 
lar. And with ſuch Expreſſions of Favor 
aud Tendernes, a great Part of the Holy 


Bible is filled. This Language ſtrongly ex- 
preſſes the tender Regard of the moſt bigh 
Under the 
Characters 


God; for the human Race. 
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Characters of Redeemer and Savior, God ig 
often repreſented, as delivering his People 
from ſome great Evilz and with thoſe Cha, 
racters of Redeemer and Savior, ſome. extra. 
ordinary Perſons are honored ; whom God 
raiſed-up on remarkable Occaſions ; as Moſer 
and the Judges in the Old Teftaments and 
Feſus Chriſt in the New Teſtament. But it 
muſt be always remembred; that theſe Re- 
deemers and Saviors were raiſecup, appointed, 
and directed by the moſt kick God; who 
alone is our Redeemer and Savior in the 


moſt tranſcendent Senſe. _ 


Of the Character of Redeemer, as applied 
to God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 4 


You, Sir, thought fit, i the firſt Para- 

graph of your Sermon, ta reflect upon the 

Sermon Reverend hs Koſter; for his not hinting Some. 
Pag. 1, thing to a dying Criminal, of Teſus, the 
—_ 4 gre EE This is s; go you or 
Remarks I know; for every Word he faid to that 
Pag. 2. Lord, might not be ſet, down in the Ac- 
count——theſe your Words, with a Wy in- 
15 Paſſage, which followed, via. leave 

* Chriſt, as God's Salvation, out of the Bible; 

* and it is of little Account to a periſhing Sin- 

ner! Theſe, I fay, and ſome other Paſſages 
moved my Concern for your Character; but 

my chief Concern was for the Honor of the 


God of Cbriſt; whom I thought, and till 


ggg o Ky 15 y—= = wer» o © +a = » 7” 
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the” Domor, * who gave him all Things; and john xvii. 
declares,” that bis Diſciples knew, or | owned, 6, 7,8. 


ali ihe eee 
wink not a little injured by your Notions of 
Redemption, Salvation, cke. 5 


* 


« denying, the Character of Redeemer to the Pag. 9. 


Futber. Pray, why then is it always given 
to the 8on, and ſo ſeldom given to the Father, 


in your Books, Sermons,” and familiar Dif. 


courſes? Does it not paſs for one of the com- 


mon Names of eſs Chrif ? Is He not al. 


ways known by that Name; and by the other 
Name, Savior ? And to theſe Names are 


not ſuch tender, and 'endearing- Epitbets 


joined; which ſhew the higheſt Eſteem and - 


Adoration ? In this Practice the Papifts aboundy 
and are more ſuperſtitious than their Proteſtant 
Neigbbors. Let Chriſt have all the Charac- 


ers, and Honors that are given to him by 


the: holy Seriptufes; but by no means to the 
tion of the higheſt Love, Honor, Ma 


and Worſhip, which are due, and only due xxviii. 


to bis God, and our God ; who gave him all 18, 
Authority, a Name, or Character above all 
others—but remember, all this was oiven® 
to him to the Glory of God the Pather 5 whom 
Giri bim/elf hatnbly acknowleyeth' to be 


that all Things which rie Father had given to 
him, were rum the Father,” Ts this great 
Point now duely canſidered by you, Sir, and 
many of your Novarzofes of the preſent Age? 


You know, it is not. For you „ 
9 r. 


Johnxvii. 
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Mr. Foſber a vice to Lord K-——ct; was 
Pa. 1, to little Purpoſe! if he did not — — to 
him, © Feſus the great Redeemer; and dirt 
um to pray for — thro' his Blood ! Sir, 
Pardon and Forgivenes are Favors which in 


| Neb. i. the holy Scriptures are generaly aſked of Gog 


17. * for his (God's), Name Sake, Mercy. Sake, 

10 xXV. bis Goodnes Sale; but never thro the. Blu 

12: Iv. 7 f Chriſt, as you expres it. And Mr. Foſter 

155 * wiſely recommended Lord K——c# to the 

Du Mercy of God, our greate/t Redeemer; who 
» 8 both "ent, and — Chriſt his Miniſter i 

nw our Redemption, and Salvation. 

often You ſay, (pag. 9.) you are far from deny 

| ing the Character of Redeemer, to the Fa. 

iog How, Sir; why then do you ſo ſ eldom 

mention him in that Chagater ? Why do 

you in your Sermon, and Kemarks conſtantly 

make it the proper Name of Chrift ? And 

2 7 dos your Candor and  Meeknes allow 

you to attack me fo unjuſtly. (pag. 10.) a 

if I diſputed the Character of Redeemer, as be-. 

longing to Chriſt 2 My Readers muſt bluſ 

for you, when they have read pag. 29, and 


30. of my Letter to youy where I ſay, * Gol 


is the. firſt Cauſe, and original Author y 
"© our Redemption. Agen, I ſay, we ſhou 
8 1 e bei 4s God's Minifter in aur 
$ Redemption; as Zacharias. (Luke i. 68.) And 

I (pag. 37.) expreſly ſay, * that Chriſt, wa 
made by. God, for us, Vi i um Rigbie 
is 1% San; arion, and Redemption. Wil 
pour 
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and of the Pulpit compared. 4r 
your Cauſe, or your Character allow you 
to bear falſe Witnes ? I freely own, that Crit 

was a Redeemer; appointed, ſent, and acting 

from and under God; but I have ſaid, and 

do fay, that bis God, and our God is in the 

holy Scriptures repreſented as the - chief and 


principal Author of all Goody and of all Bleſ- 


ſings, and Benefits, both ſpiritual, and tem- 
poral, And I, and many others obſerve, 
with no ſmal Concern; that in the Pres and 
the Pulpit, too great Zeal and Induſtry are 
uſed by ſome miſtaken, tho wel- meaning 
Perſons, to magnify the Love of Chriſt; his 
redeeming, his atoning, his propitiating Love; 
above the Love of God the Father! In this So- 
kciſm,this unexpect 


ed enormous and Moravian 
Notion, I am ſurprized to find you ſtrangely 
overtaken; in theſe Words—*' As fo the ob- Pag. g. 
© taining Salvation. We think the Scripture, 

* for the moſt Part, attributes it to the ſecond 

© Perſon of the Trinity; it being only true of 


/ bin, that be laid down his Life, or gave 
it for a Ranſom for many]! Do not you in 
chis very heterodox Paſſage greatly miſrepreſent 


the holy Scriptures? Do not the unhappy Mo- 
ravians form, upon this your Principle, their 
Worſhip; and perform their Devotions chiefly 
to the ſecond Perſon, and ſeldom to the firſt ? 
Are they not by you, Sir, very fuly juſtified ? 
Heu Pietas, heu priſca Fides! where wil this 
wild Fanaticiſm end? Give me leave to warn 


you, and adviſe you not to propagate ſuch 
F Notions 
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42 The Religion of the Bible. 
Notions amongſt your People; which wil. lead 
them directly to violate that firſt and great 
Commandment,as Chrift himſelf called it; via. 
Matthew © Thou Halt loue the Lord thy God with al 
xxii. 37. * thy Heart, &c. As degenerate as the ehri, 
_ # ſtian World is, I am perſuaded your No. 
tion would be condemned in all the Univer. 
fitres; and by the beſt Divines in Europ: 
Equality in Honor and Glory is eurrent Or. 


thadoxy at preſent : But if, as you think, 


the Scriptures 2 the moſt Part attribute th 


obtaining Sabuation to the Son ; then he i 
our Savior in the higheſt Degree; and be 
ought to be hved, and wor/rped, on that 


Account, with not barely equal Love and H» i 


nor, but with a ſaaperi Be of Low, 
and Adoration, than what is due to God th 


Father But I muſt deſire you to confider 


that the Character of Redeemer, is (in the 
Old Teftament) ſo conſtantly applied 
God of Mraelr that the Fews had never 


Competitor with him in that Character, in the 


bigheſt Senſe. 
How Redemption and Aue are ap- 


plied in the Old Teſfament, may * | 


by your Concordance, in many Texts; 
to which you cannot be a Stranger. 


Pfal. xix. God the Lord of Ho 5, the mo high God, 
oa was acknowleged by the Fews, as their 
_ —_— and to him alone they * 

ö 5 


Kees MF. T TY cz =» wc .vz&aua&o .Tcv 


to the 


rs ag 


* — al lhe 1 =” K 7 
4 wh a * «LY | * ** 
% * \ 


and f the Pulpit compared. 


ful Servants, before It's Time, were not 
tight, and ſafe in this Perſuaſion? And fo 


before his Crucifixion; and had no Oppor- 


urope, unity to be informed in your Notion of your 
t Or. 7 great Redeemer, and of being waſhed in bis 
hink WY Blood. This was not neceſſary for them. Chriſt's 
te th Doctrine, and their conforming to that, ſe- 
he i cuured to them the Favor of God, the greateſt 
id h Redeemer. You aſſert; Pardon, through the Pag. 6. 
the Bld, or for the Sake of Chriſt ; is eſſen- 
dial to Salvation. In this you differ much 
Love, from Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſtles too; 
od vo made no ſuch Declaration. To the Diſ- 
afider i ciples above-mentioned, Chriſt's Words are; 
the is expedient I ſhould leave you, or the 
» the WY Comforter wil not come; Jobn xvi. 7, They 
ver : who ſurvived Chriſt, ſeeing his whole Con- 


duct, at his Death, and hearing of his Re- 
lirrection and Aſcenſion; were, no Doubt, 
greatly animated by his Dying Behavior, to 


fit of being inſtructed by his Signal, and 
moſt exemplary, paſſive Virtue ; which cer- 
tainly had a great Effect upon many Specta- 
tors, and drew them to conſider the Cauſe 
F 2 far 


their Requeſts—ſaying, thou art our Father, Plalm 
our Redeemer, thy Name from everlaſting, mw 26. 
Tſaiab Iii. 16. Can you think God's faith- 


were many of Chriſt's Diſciples, who died 


43 


ix. 18. 


embrace his Religion. The Courage, the di- ganguis 
vine Spirit of the Martyrs have converted Marty- 
cheir very Perſecutors. The Diſciples, who rum * 
died before Chriſt's Time, had not the Bene- _ e 


cleſiæ. 


44 The Religion of the Bible 
for which he ſuffered; and converted ſome of 
them to his Religion. In the Language of 

S t. Paul, St. Peter, and St. John, ſuch Con- 
verts were purchaſed, were redeemed, waſhed, 
and ſanctified, and juſtified——by Chrift's 
Blood : Which Phraſes all amount to this one 
Senſe, and Meaning; viz. they were con. 
verted to, or confirmed in Chriſts Faith by 
this Conſideration; (among many other 
- Grounds of their Converſion) viz, That he 
laid down his Life, and ſhed his Blood in 
the Cauſe of God ; which when living he 

/ had promoted, with extraordinary Zeal and 
Diligence. Chriſt's holy Life, heavenly Doc- 
trine, and the divine Laws of God's Kin. 
dom, publiſhed by him; had all of them re. 
deemed, waſhed, ſanctified and juſtified hi 
true Diſciples; that is, brought them out 
of a State of Sin, and Impurity, into 4 
State of Righteouſnes and Holines ; or, in 
other Words, he had redeemed them from 
the Slavery (the ſtrong Habits) of Sin. HM 
had, of unjuſt, made them r:ghteous ; and di 
impure, and unboly Perſons had made then 
eminent in their Purity and Piety; yet Chr: 
Conduct at his Death was his ftrongeſt Per. 
ſuafive to his Followers, to perſevere in t 
Faith, he had taught them. But God half 
much ſtronger.Reaſons to engage them, to 
Rom. v. perſevere in the Trutb. For if we wer 
10, * reconciled to God by the Death of his Son; 
* much more being reconciled, we fhal be jaws 
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« by bis Life That is, God's owning, and 
honoring Chriſt, by raiſing him from the 
Dead, to Life ; was a ſtronger Reaſon for 
Perſeverance in the Cauſe, and Truth of God: 
than the Death of Chriſt himſelf. Chriſt's 
dying for the Truth he taught, was his 
ſtrongeſt Atteſtation, he could give, to the 
Goſpel ; but God's 4 


probation of him, and Ad; ĩi. 


of his Miſſion, and Miniſtry, by Miracles, 22. 
Wanders and Signs, which God wrought, 


during his Miniſtry, was a much ſtronger 
Argument, and had a greater Effect, in Con- 

verting the Multitudes that followed him. 

For which Reaſon—the ſacred Writers, who 
mention Chriſts Death with great Encomiums; 

yet lay a much greater Stres upon thoſe Mi- 

racles, and his Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion; &c. Rom. vin 
and ſo ſhould you and all Chriſtian Divines. 34. 
The Means of Conviction, and of Converſion 

are many; the moſt rational moral Doctrines 

of the Goſpel, the Miracles, the moſt holy, 

and exemplary Life, and Death of the bleſſed Rom. i, 
Feſus, his ReſurreFion, his Aſcenſion, his 16. 
Seton, &c. at God's right Hand, are all in 


W their ſeveral Degrees, and upon ſeveral Oc- 


caſions, and Perſons, Motives, and Reaſons - 
ſuccesful in our Conver/ion to, and Confirma- 
tion in the Chriſtian Faith, All theſe ſhould 
be inſiſted on in their Places and with their 
proper Weight, and Efficacy; as all are both 
Moti ves, and Reaſons for our embracing, and 
perſevering in the Chriſtian Religion. But 
| TI: .. 
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| * The. Religion of the Bible 
your inſiſting upon one of theſe Motives, 
(che Death of Chri/?) as the only Reaſon, and me. 
ritorious Cauſe of our Pardon, and Acceptance 
with God; is what can never be ſupported 
by the holy Scriptures ; which always aſcribe 
finaly to the Praiſe and Glory of God, what- 
ever Benefits or Bleſſings are received by any 
of his Miniſters; who are ſent to declare, 
- What he alone purpoſed in himſelf, and of 
his good Pleaſure, and nerd Love ta 
Mankind. 


Of Salvation, and of the Character, Fa- 
vior, given to God, and to Jeſus Chriſt, 


| In the Language of the Old "Teſtament, 
: God is often ſtyled Salvation, in the Abſtrad 
5 and Sauior very often; the Texts, you know 
pfal. lxv. are numerous God i is called the God Sal- 
p. in vation. And God ſpeaking of himſelf ſaith, 
in. 19, (Jſaiab xliii. 11.) J am the Lord, befide mt 
Zorg, lc · There is 10 Savior, Hoſeah xiii. 4. That is 
often no Savior beſide God, in the higheſt, and 
principal Senſe, &c. In the New Teftament 
the Word'Savior is thus applied by the ſacred 
Writers, 


» » 


Luk.i,47, The Virgin Mary, Mr. Wilfon(anſwer 
48. who wel knew the p. 9.) moſt incauti- 
Principles of Religion, ouſly, ſets- up the ſe- 
faith—* my Soul doth. cond Perſon in his 

* magnify the Lord: Trinity, (JeſusChrilt) 

| | © (Jehovah) 


* (Jehovah) and my 
« Spirit rejoiceth in 
© God my Savrer. 
ls v St. Peter. tels the 
30, 31. high Prieſt——< The 
God of our Fathers 
© hath raiſed up Fe- 
* fſus, and with his 
right Hand exalted 
© him (Jeſus) to be a 
© chief Guide, and a 
« Saworz to give Fol 
_ © Meſlage) of Repen- 
dance and Forgive- 


| © nes, c. 

Ad; wii, St. Paul faith—* of 

a3 * Davids Seed God 

| © bad raiſed up @ Sa- 
« 207, Jo 
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47 
as his principal Savior; 
in theſe Words—* wwe 
© think, the Scripture, 
for the moſt Part, at- 
* tributes Salvation to © 
* the ſecond Perſon in 
© the Trinity yet 
Mr. Wilſon preſently 
contradicts himſelf, 
(having firſt contra- 
died the Scripture, 
on the other Side) for 
he faith, ubene ber 
© the Father is menti- 
* oned — relating to 
© Salvation, it muſt be 
under ſtod of (the 
* Father) as acting by 
© his Son - And Mr. 
Wilſon confirms theſe 
laſt Words from Luke 
i. 68, 69.) and adds 
— God ſent his Son 
* into the World to 
* ſave us — ſo Mr. 
Wilſon's Savior is a 


ent Savior —__ un- 


der God, and from 
God, his Father, ho 
was the principal Sa- 
vior. Magna eſt veritas 


et pravalebit, 


From 


48 

1 Tim. ii. 
+ —who is willing, or 
defires (d all Per- 
ſons ſhould be ſaved 


Jude 25. — To the only wiſe 


God our Savior, be 


Glory, Majeſty, Pow- 


er, and Dominion 


the Alexandrian and 
other MSS. add, thro 


Jeſus Chriſt— 
x John il. —God ent his Son, 
14. 
the World — 


chief, and principe 
mon Title, and Cha. 


to be the Savior of 


De Religion of the Bible 
— God our Savior - 


From the oppoſite 
Texts you may find 
that Savior, in the 


Senſe, was the com. 


rater of God, in the 
Old Teſtament;and of. 
ten given to God inthe 
New Teſtament,in a ſu. 
perior and diſtinguiſh. 
ing Style.—As Go 
who raiſed--np--Gof 
who ſent Chriſt, &c... 
but to Chriſt, Savior i 


<< 2 mn c Wwyi_ au © min .o 


evident, that the neceſſary Diſtinction between, 
God our Savior, and Chriſt a Savior ſent 
from, and raiſed- up by God; is juſtly obſerved 


given in Terms denot. 
ing God's Authorij, 
and Delegation. Chril 
Jeſus a Savior raiſe 
up, by God, and ſent 
from God, 


I forbear proceeding—theſe Texts are ſuf- 
ficient to awaken your Conſideration. Ti 


by the facred Writers. And ſhould it not 
be better obſerved by Preachers; and all Peo- 
ple? Savior is a common Title of God in the 
Old Teftamentg and it is aſcribed to God, in 
the chief, and ſuperior Senſe; in the New 
| —_— 


and of the Pulpit compared. 
Teflament. But now, in the Preſi, the Pul- 
pit, and in ordinary Converſation, Savior, and 
bleſſed Savior is uſed, as the common, and 
iate Name of Teſus brit. Doth 
—— Alteration of Style detract from the 
Honor, and love of God? Whither hath, 


 whither wil, this unheeded Miſapplication of 


this Character drive us? I might refer you 
to other Texts—as, O Father ſave me from 


* this Hour—when Cbriſt himſelf prayed to john xii. 
| in which - 
leb. V7. 


Gad, who was able to ſave him 
Words (briſt expreſly acknowleges his De- 

on God, his Savior. But if God 
the Father may be allowed by the Innovators 
of the preſent Age; to be owned, and ac- 


Wknowleged as our Savior, in the firſt, higheſt, 
Wand principal Senſe ; and that he purpoſed 
our Salvation of his own good Wil; then it 
Wmuſt follow, that our Salvation is not due 
so the Propitiation, nor procured by the Sa- 


tisfaftion of another. We are too apt to 
forget God our Savior; (Plalm cvi. 21.) and 
that God alone is the Author and Giver of 
every good, and perfect Gift, even of Feſus 


Chriſt himſelf, whom God ſent to ſeek, john iii. 
16. | 


and to fave, G. 


God always propitious to Mankind: And 
an Account of Propitiation, as repre- 
ſented in the holy Scriptures. | 
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pitious, is refered to God. Deos is uſed bu 


pbropitious to the Sins of the People — 8. 


Numbers Claration from our propitious God. Moe, 
| xiv. 18, wel acquainted with the Mind of God, makes 
19, 20. his Prayer to God for the People in theſe 
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Nr Religion f the Bible 
The Word uſed by the LXX, five Times 
(1 Kings viii.) is rendered by Lexicographer, 


propitious; but in our Tranſlation the Word . 
forgive js uſed—in Prayer to God. As in . 
2 Chran, vi. forgive the Sins of thy People) Wi 
Dass cy. vii. 14. Ferem. v. 1. I, (God) wil pardon- Wi; 
&c. In our Verſion, to pardon and to jr. . 
give Sins, and Iniquities, is in Senſe equi. . 


lent to God's being propitious, in the LXX. 
and in all theſe Texts (laws) in Engliſb pro. 


twice in the New Teſtament; and in both 
Places refered. to God; but Des propitious i 
never uſed in the New. JTeſtament of Feſu 
Chriſt. So that this Character (propitioui 
ſeems to be one of the appropriate Charac. 
ters of God; who is often, in Prayer, (in 
1 Kings viii.) intreated to forgive, or to be 


Peter (Mat. xvi. 22.) ſpeaking to . Chrif, 
faith God be propitious to you, Sir. St. Paul 
(Heb. viii. 12.) citing Jerem. xxxi. 34. bath 
theſe Words — I, (God) wzl be propitious, 
* (in. our Tranſlation, mereiful) to their Lu. 
© righteouſnes;<and. their Sins, and Intquitit 
© wil J remember no more.” A gratious De- 


Words.—* The Lord is Long-ſuffergng—for- 
giving Iniquity, and Tranſgreſſion——pardm 
* { beſeech thee, the Inggquity of this People; 


© accords 
accord. 


1 


and of the Pulpit compared. 91 
© according to the Greatnes of thy Mercy——— 


phers, . t thou Saf been propitious (LXX): to them 

Word ill « — 4nd the Lord ſaid, 1 am propitious, ac- 

As in Wi cording to thy Word. '— 
eople, There is a Prayer (P/alm Ixxix. 90 to the Prim 
name Purpoſe help us O God (our Savior, Ixxix. g. 
d fer. in the LXX) for the Glory of thy Name; 


« deliver us O Lord, and be propitious to us 

* for thy Name's Sate. — 

In Daniel's Prayer, his Plea with-God is; Dan. ix, 
for © God's great Mercies—O Lord be propiti- of 

ous, or forgive, defer not for thy own Sake. 

his was the uſual Form of pleading with 

od in Prayer, uſed by the Servants of God; 

or bis Name's Sake, that is, his Character 

ff being gratzous, merci: ful, long- ſuffering, 
orgiving; &c. In God's Goodnes alone they 


o be NPiaced their Hopes of Pardon and Forgivenes. 

K nd is not that a ſtanding Rule to us? 

_ | ath Chriſt, or his Apoſtles made any Alte- 
al 


ation ? Thus (Ixews) proprtious is applied to 
0d—next its Derivatiues r be conſi- 
lered. a 

St. Luke repreſents the Publican addreſſing Dach? 
is humble Requeſt in theſe Terms O God Pei 
de propitious to me, a Sinner — ſo uſed by the 
XX. -P/alm Ixv. 3. ſo Pſalm xxv. 11. for 
by Names Sake O Lird pardon (be propitious 
„ LXX) my Iniquityy for it is very — 
Tis a common Form in the LXX—be pro 


dn Mpitious to Perſons, Sins, Iniquities, &c. 
eoples ; 4 | | God, 
core G 2 


The Relig of the Bible 
God, who is and merciful, wy 
pleaſed to appoint a viſble Propitiatory, the 
taarnps Mercy-Seat; 10 named from a Word of the 
Exodus ſame Tribe, in the Old, and in the Neu 
0 ak And that Mency-Seat, by God 
ls very Inſtitution, being ſet over the 
which held the Decalogue; moſt evidently 
declared God's (not rigorous but) gratious 
Intentions, to rule his People by his Lawy 
but with Mercy, and with a propitious Di 
cipline, and Government. This remarkabl; 
Appointment was realy a Maniſeſto from: 
propitious God to the Fews, of the Fom 
of his Government. The Laws in the Alt 
were to be the Rule of the People's Duy, 
and Obedience: And the Mercy-Seat (laanys) 
was God'eTrbanah where God aged bn. 
merciful Judge, and propitious Governd, 
Acccording to your Scheme, God ſhould han 
appointed a (A ue; that is, a * 
Court of the ſevereſt Juſtice. 

The Word (asu) Mercy-Seat is uſs 
only twice in the New Teſtament; in the 
Heb. ix, Hebrews it is only named without any Ad 
7 dition. St. Paul, (who was wel acquaintt 
CY i. vith the LXX) applies it to Chriſt; either i 
the Maſculine Gender, (as ſome) or in tie 
Neuter Gender, as others ſuppoſe. And i 
either Gender St. Paul's Meaning, is the fame 

Tlecedero ꝭ for if God appointed Chrift a Propitiatory, u 
ts. a Mercy-Seat? both of them certainly declat 
God's Merey, and Benevolence. Grace, « 


Fay 


52 * 
. * 
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Favor was Chriff's Meſſage from God; Fobn 
J. 17. Gad jo loved the World, that be ſent 
6 drip declare, that the World might be ſaved 
6 þ him; John iii. 16, 17. God ſo 
loved the World; that he gave 2 only be- 
gotten Son, and ſent him with a Meſſage of 
Love to the World. The fame St. Jahn 


« ſent bis Sen to be the Savior of the World. 16. 
© And God ſent bim to be a Propitiation, con- 
cerning our Sins; how different a Notion of 
God, is the reigning Opinion, of ſome of 
the Moderns? Who ought to conſider, that 
all Propitiations by the Law and Goſpel too, 
are of God's Appointment, and are moſt 
certain Evidences of God's being propitious. 


theſe Words (Verſe 9.) In this was the 
Love of God demonſtrated to us; that he ſent 
* bis Son into the World, that we might live 
* through him. and ſent him to be a Pro- 
tration concerning our Sins. God, who fo 
oved the World, ſent Cbriſt to publiſh God's 
own Terms of Propitiation, the Goſpel, which 
is a Declaration of God's Love and Favor 
to the World. I fay,—this Propitiation was 
the Effect of God's propitious Love: God's 
AGF of Grace, publiſhed by Feſus Chriſt ; but 
| ; not 


ſpeaking of God, faith expreſly; © God is x Jobniv. 
« Love; and that this God, who is Love, 8,10, 14 


The Word Propitiation is twice uſed in Daches. 
the New Teftament, and only by St. John; 1 ln. 
that the Meaning of that Word might not 9, 10 
be miſtaken, St. ohn hath guarded it with 


__— The Religion of the Bible > 
not procured, not - purchaſed by Cbriſt for 
Chriſt himſelf was the free Gift of God to 
Rom. viii. the World? God ſo loved the World, © that 
„ * * he: ſpared not his own Son — but delivered 
| bim for us—how then wil be not with bin 
© freely give us all Things? * Chriſt's Meſſage 
to the World, was proclaimed by the hea- 
zj. venly Hoſt—* Glory to God in the higheſt, 
© Peace on Earth, and Good-wil towards Men. 
— Theſe Words contain the Sum, . and Sub- 
ſtance of Chriſt's Embaſſy to the World, 
Eph. ii. © <vho came, and preached Peace; that he 
10,17, *© might reconcile us, and lead us to God, the 
2 Cor. v. © Father. All things are from God ,who i ö 
18. the Author; Chriſt, his Embaſſador; and the 
Goſpel, God's Wieck of Reconciliation, or 
Atonement : (ſo called in our Verſion—Rom, 
v. 11.) for which we ought to rejoice in the 
Goodnes of God. "Tis from the divine Good- 
nes, that all Terms of Atonement came in 
the Law of Moſes; which Atonements were 
a Kind of Mul&s or Fines on certain Offenders; 
and eaſy Conditions of Favor from God, vith 
whom there is Forgivenes (Daches) for his Name's 
Sale (LXX) and to whom belong Mercies, and 
Forgiveneſſes: (Ineopar, LXX) 
palm Upon the whole, it wil be found; chat al 
cxxx. 4. the Rules, and Terms of Atonement, Recon- 
Dan. ix. ciliation, Propitiation, and Salvation, men- 
9+ tioned in the holy Scriptures, are the free, 
and original Effects of the divine good Plea- 
lure: And, that they were not purchaſed, A 
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but publiſhed by . Moſes, and Feſus Chrift. 


The Lam was given, that is, delivered, but 
not found 'by Moſes; and Grace and Truth 


came. by Jeſs Chriſt, from God; Fobn i. 17. 


xiv. 24. vii. 28. For Chriſt declared, he 
* ſhake not from himſelf; but the Father, who 
© (ont bim, the gave him Commandment what 


e ſhould ſay, and what be ſhould ſpeak; John 


xi. 49. IEP 
I thought once to have preſented to your 


View, a Liſt of the unexpected Conceſſions, 
the exotic Notions, and genteel Compliments 
in your Letter ; but this would not wel con- 
fiſt with your Character, my Time, nor my 
Defign ; which was to explain, and defend 
ſome Truths of great Importance; to which 
you' appear not only a great Stranger, but 


a warm Adverſary. For that miſguided Zeal 
I pity you; and earneſtly deſire you to exa- 


mine your Notions, diſcard your ſtrong Pre- 
judices, and to embrace that Faith, which 
was once delivered to the Saints, by Jeſus 


Chriſt, and his holy Apoſtles; conſider, and 


with greater Care, the Language, and Una- 
nimity of the ſacred Writings. And I hope 
you wil be fuly convinced. God grant that 
others may be too, after due Examination. 


That, Feſus Chri/ That you (Mr. 
was Orthodox, who Wilſon) who admit 
believed in, and (Anſwer pag. 22) that 
prayed to the Father the Father is God; 


as 


55 


as the only true God, 
_ xvii. 


Who taught his 
Diſciples to pray tothe 
Father. _ vi. 9, 


his only true God. 


That, the Apoſilesac- 
knowleped, he wor- 
ſhiped the Father as 


their God ; and often 


declared him, to be 


the God, and the God 


and Father of Jeſus 
Chriſt. See—Saluta- 
tions in the Epiſles, 


God is 


That 
throughout the Bible 
declared by himſelf, 


and by all the ſacred 
Writers, to be grati- 


ous, merciful, that is 
propitious, and both , 
faithful and juſt in the 
Forgivenes of Sins. 


The Religion of the Bible 


wil find it impoſlible 
to believe thatanotber, 
who is not that Father 
is the ſame God, with 
God the Rather. 

Lou wil find it im. 
poſſible to believe; that 
Feſus Chriſt did not 
expreſly own, and 
worſhip the Father a 


You wil find it im. 
poſſible to provey the 
Apoſtledid not expreſly 
own the Father to be 
the God of our Lin 
Teſus Chriſt; and hi 
God, and Father. Et. 
i. 2, 3, 17, &. 


You wil find it im- 
poſſible to prove in ex- 
pres Words of Scrip- 
ture: that there ar: 
three divine Perſons 
of (or in) one divine 
Wan and Efence. 


| 15 


K. Wah ©  . 
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flible if - That, God alone 
ther, the greateſt Redkemer, 5 
„and Suior of the 


World, in the higheſt 
Senſe of thoſe Cha- 
1 

That all other Re- 
deemers, and Saviors, 
even Jeſus Chriſt him- 


her Bl felf, were madeof God 
God, for us; God's Miniſters 


and Meſſengers, and 


ſhquld glory in the 
Lord G0. 


not Rule of Faith, 


ſadly infected an 


Guides to lead us to 
God. 1 Cr. i. 30. 80 
that they who glory, 


H 


Fou wil find it im- 
poſſible to make it ap- 
pean that yourſelf have 


always in your Prayers, 


publick and private, 
3 equal Honor and 
iſe to all three Per- 
ſons, throughout all 
your Prayers; for you 
are certainly conſcious, 
that your Prayers are 


to the Concluſion, in 
one Addres to the Fa- 
ther only ; and con- 
cluded only by faying, 
for Chri/ts Sake, Me- 
diation, Merits or Sa- 
tisfaction, Sc. And dos 
this Practice amount to 
chat real and true Equa- 


., profeſt in your 


Papers, and declared 
at your Subſcription? 


Ages, 


ian World; yet it never 


begun, and continued 


37 
4 


Although that ſpurious, tritheiſtic, znig- 

matical Creed, I mean that notorious Riddle, 
commonly though falſely 
aſcribed to Athanafiusz hath, for many 
corrupted the weſtern 
Churches of the Chri/? 
was received by the whole Chriſtian _ 
An 
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this Time, ſhe hath made the holy Scripture 
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And it muſt be no ſmal Satisfaction to thy 
wiſeſt, and moſt learned Men of the preſent 
Age; that the Reputation of that antiſcrip. 
tural Phantom is declining in many Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, amongſt us. . 
Had the Abilities of the great Sir J—; 
NM been attended with the Zele and 
Courage of ſome of our Reformers; he 
would have outſhined the Characters of Micl. 
» Luther, and Caluin, &c. (thoſe illuſtriuu 
| Heroes of the ſixteenth Century) and great] 
advanced his own high Character; and, wht 
is much more, exceedingly . promoted the 
Reſtoration, and Intereſt of the Religion df 
Jeſus Chriſt, | | 
It is the Honor, and wil be the laſting 
Honor of the Proteſtant Churches in after 
Ages; that, when they abandoned the Rom 
Apoſtacy, they generaly ſet-up the holy Scrip- 
tures as the Standard of their Religion, And 
'tis the Glory of the Charch of England; that 
from the Beginning of her Reformation, to 


the only Standard of her Religion in theſe 
Words.——* The holy Scriptures contain al 
* Things neceſſary to Salvation, ſo that what- 
© ever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
* thereby, is not to be required of any Perſon, 
© that it ſhould be believed as an Article 
Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary 
* to Salvation. my 
And 


* 82 A. 


avid of the Pulpit compared. og 
And tis further declared; It is not Jaws Art. xx. 
« ful for the Church to ordain any Thing that 
«75 contrary to the Word of God; nor ex- 
© hound one Scripture repugnant to another ;— 
© tbo” the Church be a Witnes, and a Keeper 


to the 
reſent 
riß 
riſtian 


3 


hc & of the holy Books yet it ought not to de- 
N * cree any Thing againſt, nor to obtrude, or Latin Ar- 


* enforce any Thing beſide the ſame, to be believed ticle. 


* a, neceſſary to Salvation. 
mo And tis yet further declaredp——*.that Art. xxi. 
my general Councils may, and have erred, in 


© Things pertaining to God; wherefore Things 

* ordained by them, as neceſſary to Salvation, 

* have neither Strength, nor Authority; unles 

© it may be declared, or can be ſhown, that Latin Ar. 

* they be taken out of the holy Scriptures, icli. | 
Theſe are moſt noble, and moſt neceſſary 

Declarations ; which ſecure the Honor of. 

the holy Scriptures, and eſtabliſh them alone 

as the Standard of the Chriftian Religion; 


d the 


ion of 


aſting 

after 
omi 
crip- 
And 


* they leave Room for erring Doctors, Councils, 
tures and Churches to reform: and at all Times, 
and in all Points, to return to the Original, and 


he only Rule of our Faith and Duty: the gl 
Scriptures, By them alone I deſire to govern 
my Faith and Life; and that by them alone 
all true, and wiſe Chriſtians would judge of 
y Orthodoxy, as they defire themſelves may 
de judged in the general Audit of the laſt 
Day; when the Orthodoxy of all Creeds, 
wons, Confeſſions, Councils, and Churches 
ml be finaly, and impartialy decided 
— 9 7 Then 
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Which hich Gould . tome in, next. AP the 
—— mon 


four Defence, 1 e ur 
ben of Jeſs Chriſt confdered. 


THAVING. i in my frame Letter named 
TLorbemos, Zvdeos, &c. that is, two Epithets 
uſed by ſome of the Poft. Necene M. riters "5 
who in 3 Zele 2 N 2 
eſas Chriſt: You preſently adopt tt: 
—— Terms; and fide with thoſe carly 
Innovaters : Wil you juſtify Jour Conduct 
in ſuch a Temerity? _ 
1. The Word Soner is not once uſed 
in all the tureg nor in the two T 
to which — refer your Readers, is pony 
Word (e.) mentioned as belonging to the Rey, * 6 
Lamb ; but as a Throne, in the midſt of which, 7, 8 
the Lamb was ſtandings with the four living vi 17. 
Creatures, and four and twenty Elders Rev. Rev. xix. 
iv. 6, vii. 11, which glorious Attendance wor- 4. 
ſhipedGod fitting upon a Throne, and living for 
ever You ro Zeri, &cc.) iv. 10, 15. v. 14. 
| Vil, 11. 


* 


The Religion of the Bible 
vii. 11, but did not (Tpoxres) worſhip the 
Lamb; tho' the Lamb was preſent. The 
2 els, Rev. xiv. 7. and xix. 10. and xxii, q. 
r eſty command, &c, to worſhip Gol 
Thus ar you. wil find Matter of Fact, and, 
Authority "ainſt your Notion; that “the Wer. 
* rip of Heaven was tired 10 the Lamb: 
But pray, Sir, how comes the Worſhip 7 Hea- 
_ as you expres it, to make' it 9 that 
In i flo, The is Co-aſlefſyr 
with God ? Neither your roo cd Paſſages, 
nor the Reaſon of the Thing can mike-that 
appear. Such Confuſion in the Dreams of 
monkiſh V. ifionaries, or wild Enthufi fiaſts may 
| happen ; but a Lamb ſlain, repreſented-in the 
imagery. of a divine Viſion, as Co-afleſlor 
oh the Throne of Gad, wich God; is ut- 
terly incompatible, Had you refered your 
Readers to Rev. ili. 21. to jaſtify your No- 
tion of the Word (=w%o5-) it had been ſpe- 
ciong- but fallacious too. For in that Text, 
the Co- aſſeſſor is a Perſon rewarded ; but 
in your Notion, he-is truly and properly 
God; who certainly gives, but - receives no 
| Rewards. | 
© To juſtify the Term "RY (that i is a God 
| with God) raſhly applied by ſome Poft-Nicent 
Writers to Jeſus Chriſt you amuſe your 
Readers with no ſmal Aſſurance; ; and fay, 
© that— © Chriſt is =vlvs©,, the Evangeliſt di- 


a . Miſtake, and another of your Teme- 
rities. 


© clares in fo many Words, How Sir F. That is 


and of the. Pulpit compared, 
cities, St. obn's Mares © are, not ov Ow, hut 
res; Ger; that is, at God, apud Deum, but 
not God with God, as Lubbe. is underſtood 
by you, and ſome old Innovators. Do not 
truſt too much to a Tranſlation; if, aw 
ollowed by, w 9:8, had been St. Yobr!'s Words, 
yen thoſe Words would not ſupport your 
Notions that Chriſt is either the fame Ar 


idual God with his God, and Father; and * 
d is his own Father, and own Son: Or that % 
wriſt is, a diſtinct and co-equal God to his ” 


od; both which Notions are abhorrent to 
he holy Scriptures, and common Senſe, And 
our following Argument, that Criſt created 
Things, is equivocal. 

You know ſurely the Scripture | Diſtinction Gen. i. 1. 
f a Mundan, and ſpiritual Creation, God ii. 3. 
lone often declarg s himſelf alone to be the vi 7. 
riginal Author of the Firſt Creätion. Iſaiah 
li. 5. xlv. 12. Job ix. 8. Rev. iv. 10. theſe 
nd many morg to the ſame Purpoſe. muſt 

e obvious to you, and every Reader. And 
or the ſpiritual, or new Creation, God alone 

the Author of that too and Jeſus Chriſt, 
ads Miniſter, acting for him and by God's 
\ppointment. .Fohn xvii. 4. I have glorified 
thee on the Earth ; I have finiſhed the Work 
which thou gaveſt, me to do. We are God's Work- 
manſhip; created by Chriſt Feſus unto god 
Works ——Eph. ii. 10. iii. 9. iv. 24. And 


ſeſus Chriſt himſelf is the Firſt-born of this 
ew ä LI 5 And God put all 
TH 


— 
* 2 
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| Things under” him, I Core: , even Yhini 


tlie Setting⸗ up of O50 ſpiritual Kings 
| among Men, In brief, the whole Creitio 


finite Wiſdom, Power and Goodnes of theo 
5ofinite, ſelflexiſtent, unoriginated, underive 
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Heaven, and Eatth; Throßes, and Doniunion 
Principalities, and Powers C % „ 
that neither Angels nor Men, Princes nt 
States, the Roman Power itſelf, in ſhort 

Oppoſition i in Heaven or Earth ſhould cruf 
or hinderi'the Succes, and Progres of t 
new Crettion of God by Feſus Chriſt ; an 


Prefervation, Order ad Government of t 


World are the aſtoniſhing Effects of the! 


independent, and unbegotten Being. How ye 
can poſſibly conceive ſuch a Perſon to be calle 
by himſelf, and by all the Writers of t 
New Teſtament A SoN3 I cannot poſſibly co 
ceive. The ſupreme Being muſt be the fi 
original Being; and the Author of all othe 
Beings; and in one Word, Auro. If a 80 
that 1s' a begotten, derived, and originate 
Being can be thought a ſelf-exiſting Being 
that is Av7:4:5-, as you aſſert; this muſt | 
uniatelligible—to—all the learned, Trinit 
ran, and Athanaſian World; bat the ve 
inept Mr. Wilfen ; and to himſelf toi 

fter his further, and more unprejudiced Con 


Sieht, guid 4 80 885 Candor, and Sin 


cerity. 
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